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REMARKS 



In response to the Office Action, Applicant has: 

- Amended claims 1-3, 8-10, 13, 15 and 16; 

- Cancelled pending claims 4, 6, 7, 1 1, 12, 14, 32 and 33; 

- Cancelled withdrawn claims 18-31; and 
p Added new claims 34-44. 

claim 15, 

It is submitted that the rejections under Section 112 are moot in viewed* amendments 
"bounding annulus with ions torn a third source of radiatum. 

The rejection of the claims older Section 103(a) as being unpatentable <>v«Kj»utara et 
T-^WBaSaetal is traversed. Bawa et ai. differs fiom Applicant's clamed 

*f So ^ line, 

polymeria rapidly and formed pawner tnaU is rapidly 

consumed in the clear areas, „ _ . ^ t f ^ polymerization process 

dlS inSon process. Specifically, Applicant is forming ^J^^f 
mnnWtes been polymerized into a polymer. Once one has a polymer the process ot 
B^waTal^ll SESE THe irradiation process used by Bawa et al. can not of 
SshVfo^ surface relief in apolymer, because the polymer isthe end ^uct of ^ 
^SrfBm et al. In sum, Bawa et al. utilizes radiation to toapo^ from a 
monomer while Applicant utilizes radiation to modify a pre-existmg polymer. 
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With reference to Claim 1 (Currently Amended), Applicant starts with a P°j3«"* 
("providing a polymer film having first and second surfaces"). Subsequently, Appbcant 
forms surface relief in this same polymer ("forming surface relief in said polymer hto). 
Thus, Applicant's claimed process utilizes radiation to transform apolymer having a set 
of characteristics into a polymer having such characteristics plus additional 
characteristics. Applicant's claimed process for the formats of surface relief P™*»_ 
process flexibility in that such surface relief (in a polymer) can be formed either before or 
after the formation of tracks or pores (also in apolymer), as set forth m sub-sections b. 
and c. of claim 1. Because neither tracks nor pores can be formed in a liquid, tne 
foregoing is not possible -with the monomer curing process of Bawa et al. 

In addition to the above distinctions between the Applicant's process and the process of 
Bawa et al. with regard to the formation of surface relief, Applicant's process differs 
■from that of Kumakura et al. in view of Bawa et al. in subsequent dependent claims. In 
particular, neither Kumakura et al. nor Bawa et al. disclose: 

• the step of "reducing the transmission. . .to at least certain wavelengths of light" 
(claims 13 and 40); 

■ the step of "irradiating. . .with ions from a third source of radiation to form a 
buried opaque layer" (claims 1 5 and 41); 

■ the step of forming "a diffraction grating" (claim 1 6); 

■ the step of "etching" as pan of the process of forming surface relief (claims 34 
and 43); 

■ the step of "widening at least some of said pores to dimensions wide enough to 
permit the ingrowth of corneal tissue" (claims 39 and 42); and 

■ the use of x-rays (claims 3 and 44). 

In addition to the foregoing, neither Kumakura et al. nor Bawa et al. disclose the steps of 
forming two sets of pores as set forth in claims 35-39. 

In view of the foregoing it is submitted that the pending claims are in condition for 
allowance. For allowance, AppUcant requests that the claims be renumbered in the 
following sequence: 1-3, 10, 34-42, 9, 8, 43, 13, 15-17 and 44. 

If the Primary Examiner has any questions or comments he is requested to contact the 
undersigned at 505-768-7375. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

R.ODEY, DICKASON, SLOAN, AKIN & ROBB, PA 

DeWitt M. Morgan 
Reg. No. 26,488 
Agent for Applicant 

Rodey Dickason Sloan Akin & Robb, PA 
P. O. Box 1888 
Albuquerque, NM 87103-1888 

Dat « m\6afot (505) 768-7375 
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